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RECENT CHANGES IN THE cumqncun.um"
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL
HOSPITAL - " TRAINING -~ SCHOOL ' FOR
NURSES. ' BRI

By Ricmarp C. Casor, M.D,

.

" Tn. the paper entitled ¢ Suggestions for. the
Tmprovement of- Training-Schools for Nurses,”
published in the Boston " Medical and Surg gical
Jowrnal for November -21st, 1901, I. pointed oub
what I helieve to be four needs for most training-
sehools for nurses, namely : © ;

¢ 1. A sound-financial ‘basis, the’ students ]Jelpmﬂ
to pay the salaries of paid instructors, -

.. Nursing - taught by nurses,
physlclans

« 3. ‘Preparation - for pnvate nursnm by bemrr
talwht in private families and by pnvate nurses.

4; ~ A~ better-balanced - curriculumn, containin".
llberal as well ‘as purely technical studies.” :

- During the past year undex the able and dev‘oted
mana"ement of Miss Pauline "L. Dolliver, suptrin-
tendent of murses, some advance has been made in;
the Massachusetts - Hospital Training-School along:
$ho lines which I advocated in the paper “above.
reforred to, . The most important of these I regayd:
as the employment of three more paid instructors:
in addition to the two already -employed. = Miss
Dolliver herself and her first assistant, Miss _Gmman,
were, until this year, the only 1'egular paid in-
structors in the school: Misy Olivia Sandahl -has
also for some years given some jdstrucfion in:
massage.  This year a teaching nurse, Miss Anna-
bella McCrea, was engaged, with the understanding
that her work was to be chiefly that of mstructlon
Two physicians, Dr, Thomas J. Manahan and Dx.
George S. C. Badger, were also engaged ab a salary
of 300 dols. e& h,, Tiach of these gentlemen gives
100 110_1,1,15"1nsﬁ‘nct1on per year. Their teachmw
covers the whole of the ground heretofore covered
by alargs corps of unpaid instructors during the
first two years of the nurses’ training. Dr. Be dlrer
mstlucts in what may be classed as medical sub-
jects, and Dr. Manahan in surgical sxbeects More
spemﬁca]ly Dr. Manahan inshructs in anatomy,
stirgical pathology and bacteriology, anwsthesia,
bandaﬂlng, and the care and dressing of "wounds,
fractures, emergencies, & Dr. Badger covers the
sitbjects of phydolorry, materia medlm, therapeuties,”
diet, hyglene, ohservation of cases, hydrotherapy,:

"ahd nursing in the specialties. Most of the instruc-
tion is given in the wards in the form of section
chmcs, each class being divided into sections of-
about “ten pupils ‘dach.  The nurses are examlmd
directly by their instructors. . e

‘Through -the . employment of these new in-

shuctoxs we now carry out the idea thah, numsing

medlcme by
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should be taught by nurses and -medicine b~
physicians. “We face squarely thé fact that
we do teach. nurses medicine (although ouy,
teaching must De pretty superficial), but that we
also teach them-subjects not ordinarily included in
medical .work, and -for which not ‘physicians, but
nurses of 'skill and experience, are.the best in-
structors. An important advantage of this system
is +that' the instructors become more familiar with
the individual nurses, their capabilities and feeds,
than is possible under the old systens, whereby each
of a dozen or twenty. physicians gave a few lectures
on some special snbject, ,

Since June Ist of last year the nurzes ha,ve been
given regular instruction in etherisation; ahd have
h'xd an opportumty to give ether a number of times,

The curriculum' in. {he school has™ alsb hbeen
widened through the opportunity which the nurses
now have for studymvr maternity cases in cotinec-
tion with  the "Sloane Maternity Hospital of New
York and at the” New York Lying in' Hospital.,
They see ‘something. of mursing in private families,
through the texding of cases in connebblon with tho
aut- patlent depmtment of the latter institution.

- We have not as yet made much progress towards
introducing into our. - qurriculum- any liberal studies,-
such as are taught in most technichal schools as an
offset and balance to the purely technical instrnetiont
The only hint of a move in this direction has been .
the providing of purses to read alpud o convaleseent
patients for an howr ox; 'so daily. I have pften had;,
occasion to regret the. inability of many nurses
atherwise well trained to read aloud - deceptably.
In many cases, this ig the most important part of the:
nurse’s duties, and. in: my opinion every training-
schaol for nurses should teach it as.a 1en'u]ar parﬁ o
the curriculum, @ i

‘We have not as-yet attzuned tho posmon when!
students pay or help. pay. the salaries of.their in-:
structors. That is o more difficult reforny and one:
needing considerable timé for its accomplishment. . .

P

The Society "of Superintendents’
of Erammg %cbools.

The annual meetmrr of the Ameucan Soclety of
&upeuutendents of 'l‘Lammfr Schools -for Nurses'
will : be, held . in - Detroit, \Ilchlgan, on _Tuesc]ay,
Wednesday, and Thurwday of the. second week 1 in
September,

~Mrg. ~Giretter, Sunermtendent of Nurses akb the
lta,wa,nd Training School is .the -President of the:
anxeby, and will be in the chair.  The programme
willipclude papers on “The Pringiples of Disci-
pling;”. ¢ Plepwratory Work,” ‘“ New Methods - of -
Class Te?,chmn v Legxslatxgm for Nurses,” and
“ mematlon% and Markings.,” ", -
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